
Bullying 
 

Sleep Rough TonightSleep Rough TonightSleep Rough TonightSleep Rough Tonight    
by Ian Bone (YA BON) 

 

Teased and bullied by his high-school 

classmates, Alex Pimentino tries to prove his 

worth by following the commands of a former 

student just released from prison, but finds 

that his real strength comes from doing the 

right thing. 

 

Inventing ElliotInventing ElliotInventing ElliotInventing Elliot    by Graham Gardner  

(YA GAR)    
 

Elliot, a victim of bullying, invents a calmer, 

cooler self when he changes schools in the 

middle of freshman year, but soon attracts the 

wrong kind of attention from the Guardians 

who "maintain order" at the new school. 

 

The BeckonersThe BeckonersThe BeckonersThe Beckoners    by Carrie Mac  (YA MAC)    
 

When Zoe moves to a new town, she finds the 

line between victim and tormentor is easily 

crossed. 

 

ShooterShooterShooterShooter    by Walter Dean Myers  (YA MYE)    
 

Written in the form of interviews, reports, and 

journal entries, the story of three troubled 

teenagers ends in a tragic high school 

shooting. 

 

The Devil’s ToenailThe Devil’s ToenailThe Devil’s ToenailThe Devil’s Toenail    by Sally Prue  
(YA PRU)    
 

When he finds a strange weathered stone on 

the beach, thirteen-year-old Steve decides to 

pretend that it has mysterious powers that can 

protect him from bullying and can help him 

impress the gang he wants to join. 

 

Hang On In There, ShelleyHang On In There, ShelleyHang On In There, ShelleyHang On In There, Shelley    
by Kate Saksena   (YA SAK) 

 

Living in London, fourteen-year-old Shelley 

writes letters to a pop star which describe her 

life with friends and family, including her 

divorced alcoholic mother, and her struggles 

with a school bully.    
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The Chocolate WarThe Chocolate WarThe Chocolate WarThe Chocolate War    
by Robert Cormier (YA COR)    
 

A high school freshman discovers the 

devastating consequences of refusing to join in 

the school's annual fund raising drive and 

arousing the wrath of the school bullies. 

 

Kissing the RainKissing the RainKissing the RainKissing the Rain    by Kevin Brooks (YA BRO)    
 

Fifteen-year-old Moo Nelson, shy, overweight, 

and bullied by his classmates, finds his life 

spinning out of control after he witnesses a car 

chase and a fight that results in a murder. 

 

Hazing Meri SugarmanHazing Meri SugarmanHazing Meri SugarmanHazing Meri Sugarman    
by M. Apostolina  (YA APO)    
 

Cindy Bixby goes to college and believes that 

joining Alpha Beta Delta sorority is a "once-in-

a-lifetime chance" to go from loser to popular 

girl, but sadistic sorority president Meri 

Sugarman shows her that sisterhood has a 

price. 

 

Teen Queens and HasTeen Queens and HasTeen Queens and HasTeen Queens and Has----BeensBeensBeensBeens    
by Cathy Hopkins  (YA HOP)    
 

When Lia gains the interest of the school 

heartthob she thereby alienates "teen queen" 

Kaylie, who then launches a campaign of 

bullying against Lia. 

 

Buddha BoyBuddha BoyBuddha BoyBuddha Boy    by Kathe Koja   (YA KOJ)    
 

Justin spends time with Jinsen, the unusual 

and artistic new student whom the school 

bullies torment and call Buddha Boy, and 

ends up making choices that impact Jinsen, 

himself, and the entire school.    
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