
Lockdown  (YA MYE) 
By Walter Dean Myers 
Fourteen-year-old Reese broke into a doctor's office,  
stole prescription pads, and sold them to a  
drug dealer. Now he's in a juvenile detention facility 
in the Bronx, trying to make the right choices, the  
ones that will bring him an early release date. There  
he meets racist Mr. Hooft, who lectures him on  
life's hardships   

 
Dear Martin (YA STO)  
By Nic Stone 
This book explores the experiences of a black  
student in a predominantly white high school.  
Like other teens, Justyce is trying to understand  
who he is in an age of social media and social  
inequality. As one of a few African-Americans  
in an elite high school, he is already familiar with  
issues of race that permeate education, but an unprovoked run-in 
with the cops brings home just how different Justyce's 
experiences are from those of his friends.  
 

Born a crime : stories from a South African childhood  
(YA 921 NOA)  
By Trevor Noah 
Late-night talk show host Trevor Noah tells the story 
of his childhood during apartheid in South Africa.  
Born a Crime is an engaging, fast-paced and vivid  
read, traversing Noah’s early childhood, Trevor was 
born to a white Swiss father and a black Xhosa  
mother at a time when such a union was punishable  
by five years in prison.   
 

Slay (YA MOR) 
By Brittney Morris 
When black teen Kiera Johnson creates a virtual reality game 
called SLAY as a safe space for black gamers, she knows she 
must keep her identity as its developer secret. Her black 
boyfriend, Malcolm, insists that video games are just a distraction 
promoted by white society. When a dispute in SLAY spills into 
the real world and a teen is murdered, the media discovers the 
underground game and cries racism.  
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  Picture Books  
 

The Snowy Day (E KEA) 
By Ezra Jack Keats 
It features Peter, an African American Boy, who explores his 
neighborhood after the seasons first snowfall. They show a 
black boy in the city and the stories are just about his 
curiosity, his bravery, and his being a kid. 

 
The  Day you Begin (eBook, EAudiobook) 
By Jaquiline Woodson 
When a little girl feels like she doesn't fit in, she discovers 
that sharing her story can be a way to celebrate her 
experiences and build friendships with her classmates. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Juvenile Fiction  
 

Brown Girl Dreaming (J Woo)  
By Jacqueline Woodson 
In this memoir the author gives an intimate  portrait, of her 
childhood, haunted by remembrances of  discrimination and 
cheered by the comfort of family. She gives context to her  
life as she writes about racial discrimination, the civil rights 
movement, and later, Black Power. But her focus is always on 
her family. 
 

The Crossover (J KWA, YA KWA)  
By: Alexander Kwame 
The Bell  twins are stars on the basketball court and get along 
well. While there are some differences, Josh shaves his head 
and Jordon loves his locks, both twins adhere to the Bell 
basketball rules: In this game of life, the family is your court, 
and the ball is your heart. They are following in the footsteps 
of their father, who played  professional basketball in Europe. 
There is an intensely strong home front supporting sports and 
education in equal measures for the twins. 
 

Rebound (J KWA, YA KWA) 
By  Alexander Kwame  
This is a prequel to The Crossover. It is the summer of 1988, 
and 12 year old Charlie Bell would rather roller skate with his 
two best friends or escape into the pages of his beloved 
Fantastic Four comics than confront the hole in his life 
created by the sudden death of his father. While spending the 
summer with his grandparents outside of  Washington, DC, 
Charlie makes mistakes, rediscovers his extended family, and 
finds solace on the basketball court. 
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Glory Be (J SCA) 
By Augusta Scattergood 
In the summer of 1964 as Glory is about to turn 12, her town in 
Mississippi, has racial tension when town leaders close her 
beloved public pool rather than desegregating it. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Feathers (J WOO) 
By Jacqueline Woodson 
When a new, white student nicknamed "The Jesus Boy" joins her 
6th grade class in 1971, Frannie's growing friendship with him 
makes her start to see some things in a new light. 
 

Harbor ME (J WOO) 
By Jacqueline Woodson  
When six students are chosen to participate in a weekly talk with 
no adults allowed, they discover that when they're together, it's 
safe to share the hopes and fears they have to hide from the rest 
of the world.  

 
Esperanza Rising (J RYA, J FIC CD RYA) 
By Pam Muñoz Ryan  
Esperanza and her mother are forced to leave their life of wealth 
and privilege in Mexico to go work in the labor camps of 
Southern California, where they must adapt to the harsh  
circumstances facing Mexican farm workers on the eve of the 
Great Depression. 
 

New Kid  (J Graphic Novel CRA) 
By Jerry Craft 
An engaging graphic novel follows Jordan Banks, 
an African American seventh grader from  
Washington Heights, through his first year at the  
prestigious Riverdale Academy Day School.  
It gives us an intimate look at the particular struggles faced by 
Jordan as a minority kid at a mostly white school.   
 

Blended (J FIC CD DRA) 
By Sharon M. Draper 
Each week Isabella has to change gears and alternate between her 
white mom and black dad who have totally dissimilar lifestyles. 
She loves her blended families but it makes her feel like she has 
two lives, and her struggle to figure out who her identity is 
further complicated as a racist attack happens on her black best 

friend at school. 
 

One crazy summer (J WIL) 
By Rita Williams Garcia 
Set in 1968, One Crazy Summer is about three African-American 
sisters from Brooklyn-Delphine, Venetta, and Fern. They fly 
across country to spend 28 days in Oakland with the mother who 
walked out on them when Fern was a newborn. Nearly everyone 
the sisters meet during their visit are black. This is a book about 
the black experience in 1968 and the black experience today. 

 

Young Adult Fiction  
 
This Book is Anti – Racist: 20 lessons on How to Wake 
Up, Take Action, and Do the Work (YA 305.8 JEW) 
By Tiffany Jewel 
The author employs four sections to deftly explain 
 progressive understandings of Identity, History, Action, 
and Solidarity as tools to encourage antiracist reflection, 
thought, and action. 
 
Stamped: Racism, Antiracism, and you. 
( YA CD 305.8 REY) 
By Jason Reynolds        
This book chronicles racist ideology, specifically 
anti-blackness in the U.S., from its genesis to its  
pernicious manifestations in the present day.   

 
The Hate u Give (YA THO) 
By Angie Thomas 
Sixteen year old Starr lives in two very different worlds: one is 
her home in a poor black urban neighborhood; the other is the 
white suburban prep school she attends and the white boy she 
dates there. Her life changes dramatically when she is the only 
witness to the unprovoked police shooting of her unarmed friend 
Khalil and is challenged to speak out though with misgivings 
about the injustices being done in the event's wake. As the case 
becomes national news, violence erupts in her neighborhood, and 
Starr finds herself and her family caught in the middle.  
 
Jackpot (YA STO) 
By Nic Stone 
Seventeen-year-old Rico Danger helps her 
single mother pay rent and raise nine-year-old 
Jax, which leaves no time for making friends 
or having dreams. Then, while working at a 
gas station register, she sells a lotto ticket to a 
cute old lady, who after no one claims the 
$106 million prize Rico is sure was the  
winner. She turns to millionaire teen  
heartthrob Zan to help her find the woman, 
but when he takes a more-than-friendly  
interest in Rico, she must figure out how she can possibly fit into 
his upper-class world.   
 
All American Muslim Girl (YA COU) 
By  Nadine Jolene Courtney 
This book sheds light on harsh realities that young Muslims face 
today in the West, the ever-growing Islamophobia, hate rhetoric, 
and amidst it all, the struggles of finding their identity and fitting 
in.  Allie has been a chameleon, blending in as the perfect all-
American girl. Very few people know that Allie is actually Alia 
and that both her parents are Muslim.  

 
The Sun is Also a star (YA YOO) 
By Nicola Yoon 
Natasha is 17 and an undocumented immigrant 
from Jamaica who came to the U.S. as a young 
child. Her family is to be deported at midnight, 
but she makes a desperate, last-chance effort to 
talk to an immigration lawyer in Manhattan. 
Daniel is a Korean-American whose parents insist he go to Yale 
and become a doctor even though he loves writing poetry and 
wants the freedom to figure out his own life path. He is unenthu-
siastically heading to Manhattan for his Yale interview when the 
two meet by chance, and end up having a day full of deep  
conversations.  
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