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Believe Your Eyes (J Graphic Novel DOE) 
By Cori Doerrfeld  
A lot is changing for Cici. Her parents are separating, her 
wacky abuela is moving in, and on her tenth birthday, she 
wakes up with fairy wings! Cici's new magical powers let 
her see people as they truly are. But what she learns about 
her friends and family isn't always easy to accept. She has 
only one day to decide whether to keep her wings. When 
Cici wishes life could just be normal again, will she choose 
to believe in the power of fairies?  
 
Freddie Ramos Takes Off (J JUL) 
By Jacqueline Jules 
Freddie finds a mysterious package outside his apartment 
containing sneakers that allow him to run faster than a 
train, and inspire him to perform heroic deeds.  
 
Juana & Lucas (J MED) 
By Juana Medina  
A spunky young girl from Colombia loves playing with her 
canine best friend and resists boring school activities, es-
pecially learning English, until her family tells her that a 
special trip is planned to an English-speaking place.  
 
There’s no Base Like Home (J MEN) 
By Jessica Mendoza  
Sophia Garcia, thirteen, wants to excel at softball like her 
older sister, Ellie, and make her family proud, but when 
she is chosen for a different team and position than Ellie, 
she must learn to succeed by being herself.  
 
Chews Your Destiny (J MON) 
By Rhode Montijo 
When Mom issues a no-gum rule, Gabby Gomez sneaks a 
piece of special bubble gum that turns her into a superhe-
ro.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

Zombie Baseball Beatdown (J BAC, J FIC CD BAC) 
By Paolo Bacigalupi 
While practicing for their next baseball game, thirteen-
year-old friends Rabi, Miguel, and Joe discover that the 
nefarious activities of the Delbe, Iowa, meatpacking plant 
have caused cows to turn into zombies.  
 
The Epic Fail of Arturo Zamora (J CAR) 
By Pablo Cartaya 
For Arturo, summertime in Miami means playing basket-
ball until dark, sipping mango smoothies, and keeping cool 
under banyan trees. And maybe a few shifts as junior 
lunchtime dishwasher at Abuela's restaurant. Maybe. But 
this summer also includes Carmen, a poetry enthusiast 
who moves into Arturo's apartment complex and turns his 
stomach into a deep fryer. He almost doesn't notice the 
smarmy land developer who rolls into town and threatens 
to change it. Arturo refuses to let his family and communi-
ty go down without a fight, and as he schemes with Car-
men, Arturo discovers the power of poetry and protest 
through untold family stories and the work of José Martí.  
 
Me, Frida, and the Secret of the Peacock Ring (J CER)  
By Angela Cervantes 
When Lizzie and Gael share an irresistible challenge, to 
find the peacock ring that once belonged to artist Frida 
Kahlo, Paloma decides it is the perfect way to honor her 
father.  
 
Allie, First at Last (J CER) 
By Angela Cervantes 
Born into a family of over-achievers, 
Allie has never finished first in any-
thing, but she is determined to win 
the Trailblazer contest with an entry 
about her great grandfather, her 
town's first Congressional Medal of 
Honor winner.  
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Stella Diaz Has Something to Say (J DOM)  
By Angela Dominguez 
Stella Diaz wants to be friends with the new boy in class, 
but sometimes she accidentally speaks Spanish instead of 
English and pronounces words wrong, which makes her 
turn roja. In addition, she has to get over her fear of speak-
ing in front of the class.  
 
Forest World (J ENG)  
By Margarita Engle 
Sent to Cuba to visit the father he barely knows, Edver is 
surprised to meet a half-sister, Luza, whose plan to lure 
their cryptozoologist mother into coming there, too, turns 
dangerous.  
 
Silver People: Voices from the Panama Canal (J ENG)  
By Margarita Engle 
Fourteen-year-old Mateo and other Caribbean islanders 
face discrimination, segregation, and harsh working condi-
tions when American recruiters lure them to the Panama-
nian rain forest in 1906 to build the great canal.  
 
The Dream Stealer (J FLE) 
By Sid Fleischman  
A plucky Mexican girl tries to recover her dream from the 
Dream Stealer who takes her to his  
castle where countless dreams and even more adventures 
await. 
 
The Red Umbrella (J GON) 
By Christina Diaz Gonzalez  
In 1961 after Castro has come to power in Cuba, fourteen-
year-old Lucia and her seven-year-old brother are sent to 
the United States when her parents, who are not in favor 
of the new regime, fear that the children will be taken 
away from them as others have been. 
 
Lucky Luna (J LOP)  
By Diana López 
Luna is punished for locking Claudia in the restroom at an-
other cousin's Quinceañera--but when there's a bullying 
situation at school, Luna realizes that, despite their disa-
greements, cousins have to stand up for each other.  
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
Becoming Naomi Leon (J RYA) 
By Pam Muñoz Ryan 
When Naomi's absent mother resurfaces to claim her, Na-
omi runs away to Mexico with her  
great-grandmother and younger brother in search of her 
father. 
 
Esperanza Rising (J RYA, J FIC CD RYA) 
By Pam Muñoz Ryan  
Esperanza and her mother are forced to leave their life of 
wealth and privilege in Mexico to go work in the labor 
camps of Southern California, where they must adapt to 
the harsh  circumstances facing Mexican farm workers on 
the eve of the Great Depression. 
 
The Lightning Queen (J RES) 
By Laura Resau  
On the Hill of Dust, in the remote mountains of Mexico, an 
eleven-year-old Mixtec boy called Teo lives with his family 
and the animals that he has healed, but one day a Romany 
caravan rolls into town with a young girl who calls herself 
Esma, the Gypsy Queen of Lightning--it is the beginning of 
a life-long friendship that will change both their lives.  
 
What the Moon Saw (J RES) 
By Laura Resau  
Fourteen-year-old Clara Luna spends the summer with her 
grandparents in the tiny, remote village of Yucuyoo, Mexi-
co, learning about her grandmother's life as a healer, her 
father's decision to leave home for the United States, and 
her own place in the world.  
 
Harbor ME (J WOO) 
By Jacqueline Woodson  
When six students are chosen to participate in a weekly 
talk with no adults allowed, they discover that when 
they're together, it's safe to share the hopes and fears 
they have to hide from the rest of the world.  
 
  
 
 
 
 


