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Flygirl (YA SMI) 

By Sherri L. Smith 

During World War II, a light

-skinned African American 

girl "passes" for white in 

order to join the Women 

Air Force Service Pilots.  

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Milkweed (YA SPI) 

By Jerry Spinelli 

He's a boy who acquires 

many names like Jew or 

Stopthief. He lives on the 

streets of Warsaw stealing 

food for himself and the 

other orphans. He wants to 

be someone but when the 

trains come to empty the 

Jews from the ghetto of the 

damned, he's a boy who 

realizes it's safest of all to be 

nobody.  

 

 

 

 

 

Code Name Verity  

(YA WEI) 

By Elizabeth Wein 

In 1943, a British fighter 

plane crashes in Nazi-

occupied France and the 

survivor tells a tale of friend-

ship, war, espionage, and 

great courage as she relates 

what she must to survive 

while keeping secret all that 

she can. 

 

 

 

 

The Book Thief (YA ZUS) 

By Markus Zusak 

Trying to make sense of the horrors of World War II, 

Death relates the story of Liesel--a young German girl 

whose book-stealing and story-telling talents help 

sustain her family and the Jewish man they are hiding, 

as well as their neighbors 
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What I Saw and How I 

Lied (YA BLU) 

By Judy Blundell 

Evie’s father returns home 

from World War II and things 

seem to be back to normal. 

Then Peter, an ex-GI who 

served with Evie’s father, 

shows up. Evie is soon caught 

up in a web of lies as she falls 
for Peter. She ignores the 

secrets that surround her until 

tragedy occurs that breaks her 

life in two. 

 

 

 

 

A Great and Terrible 

Beauty (YA BRA) 

By Libba Bray 

After the suspicious death of 

her mother in 1895, sixteen 

year old Gemma returns to 

England, after many years in 

India, to attend a finishing 

school where she becomes 

aware of her magical powers 

and ability to see into the spir-

it world.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Code Talker (YA BRU) 

By Joseph Bruchac 

After being taught in a board-

ing school run by whites that 

Navajo is a useless language, 

Ned Begay and other Navajo 

men are recruited by the Ma-

rines to become Code Talk-

ers, sending messages during 

World War II in their native 

tongue. 

 

 

 
 

 

A Northern Light  

(YA DON) 

By Jennifer Donnolley 

In 1906, sixteen year old Mattie, 

determined to attend college and be 

a writer against the wishes of her 

father and fiancé, takes a job at a 

summer inn where she discovers the 

truth about the death of a guest. 

Based on a true story.  
 

 

 

Copper Sun (YA DRA) 

By Sharon M. Draper 

Two fifteen year old girls--one a 

slave and the other an indentured 

servant--escape their Carolina plan-

tation and try to make their way to 

Fort Moses, Florida, a Spanish colony 

that gives sanctuary to slaves.  

 

 

 

 

My Name is Not Easy  

(YA EDW) 

By Debby Dahl Edwardson 

Alaskans Luke, Chickie, Sonny, Don-

na and Amiq relate their experiences 

in the early 1960s when they are 

forced to attend a Catholic boarding 

school where, despite different tribal 

affiliations, they come to find a sort 

of family and home. 

 

 

 

 

The Luxe (YA GOD) 

By Anna Godbersen 

In Manhattan in 1899, five teens of 

different social classes lead danger-

ously scandalous lives, despite the 

strict rules of society and the best-

laid plans of parents and others. 

 

 

 

 

Cuckoo Song (YA HAR) 

By Frances Hardinge 

In post-World War I England, 

eleven year old Triss nearly 

drowns in a millpond known as 

"The Grimmer" and emerges 

with memory gaps. Aware that 

something’s terribly wrong, she 

must meet a twisted architect 

who knows about her family to 
try to set things right.  

 

 

Hattie Big Sky (YA LAR) 

By Kirby Larson 

After inheriting her uncle's 

homesteading claim in Montana, 

sixteen year old orphan Hattie 

Brooks travels from Iowa in 

1917 to make a home for herself. 

There she encounters some 

unexpected problems related to 

the war being fought in Europe. 

 

 

Black Duck (YA LIS) 

By Janet Taylor Lisle 

Years afterwards, Ruben Hart 

tells the story of how, in 1929 

Newport, Rhode Island, his fami-

ly and his best friend's family 

were caught up in the violent 

competition among groups trying 

to control the local rum-

smuggling trade.  

 

 

Between Shades of Gray 

(YA SEP) 

By Ruta Sepetys 

In 1941, fifteen year old Lina, her 

mother and her brother are 

pulled from their Lithuanian 

home by Soviet guards. They’re 

sent to Siberia, where her father 

is sentenced to death in a prison 

camp. Lina fights for her life, 

vowing to honor her family and 

the thousands like hers by bury-

ing her story in a jar on Lithuani-
an soil. 

 

 

 


