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Library Board Meetings
The Library Board 

meets on the second 
Thursday of each month 

at 7:30 p.m. 
The meetings are open 

to the public.

Library Hours
Monday through
Thursday 9 a.m. 

to 9 p.m.
Friday and Saturday 

9 a.m. to 5 p.m.

X
Library Closed

Library In-Service 
Day

Friday, Dec 2nd

Christmas Eve
Saturday, Dec 24th

Christmas Day
‘Observed”

Monday, Dec 26th

New Years Eve
Saturday, Dec 31st

New Years Day
“Observed”

Monday, Jan 2nd

Patrons with 
disabilities who plan

 to attend library 
programs and require 

certain accommodations are asked 
to contact the library 
 at (708) 430-3688

Dan Kloepper
Editor
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December Adult Programs

Thursday, December 8th , 2011 at 6:30 p.m. 
Soups and Stews with Chef Kate Bradley
Get ready for the cold winter with these hot recipes. 
Chef Kate returns with soups and stews to keep you 
warm throughout the winter. 

This class is limited to 50 participants. 
This event is free but advance registration is required.

Registration is required for all programs unless otherwise noted. 

Tax Time is Approaching…
The Prairie Trails Public Library District will be working in cooperation with the Internal 
Revenue Service in providing the most requested Tax forms for the convenience of our 
patrons. After January 3rd, 2012 the forms will be available in the foyer of the library.
If you do not see the form you need – whether federal or state –ask the adult reference 
librarians to assist you.

Just a reminder that our staff members will not assist you in filling out your IRS form, but 
we will try to locate the forms you request.

22nd 
ANNUAL
HOLIDAY 

FAMILY EVENT
When: Tuesday, December 6th at 7:00 p.m.
Where: The Library’s Youth Services Department
What: 
 %	Craft: make a mitten photo frame
 %	Trim the library’s tree
 %	Take a photo in front of the tree
 %	 Join us for milk, punch and cookies
Limit: 100

Note: Only registered attendees will be allowed to 
participate. Parent MUST be present during the entire 
event. Sign up today.
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Children’s Programming

Registration is required for all programs unless otherwise noted. 

Accelerated Reader List
Parents and caregivers please be advised 
that the library will no longer continue with 
school binders that contain print accelerated 
reader lists. All schools in District 111 now 
have the same list. To search for a book 
title or to find books that are at your child’s 
reading level you may go to  
www.arbookfind.com. Staff in the children’s 
department can also assist you with this. 
Thank you. 

Wanted: 
Legos
The library is 
continuing its 

search for unwanted legos. The Youth 
Services Department would gladly 
appreciate any donations. Thank you in 
advance. 

Chicago Wolves Read to 
Succeed program
Join us for the 
Chicago Wolves 
“Read to Succeed” 
winter reading 
program. Read 
books and win 
Wolves game 
tickets and other 
great prizes! Official rules and details 
about the program will be available at 
the Youth Services desk after January 
2nd. A player from the team will be 
visiting the library in February. 

Santa’s Toy Factory
Thursday, December 15th at 6:30 p.m.
Grades 3-6
Limit 25 Length 60 minutes

Santa’s list is long this year 
and the elves need your help 
in the toy factory. Build a toy 
for someone you know and 
make their holiday season a 
special one!

Polish Holiday Storytime
Wednesday, December 7th at 7:00 p.m.
Ages 3-7; Parent or caregiver must be 
present
Limit 20 Length 30 minutes
Children are invited to a special 
holiday storytime in Polish and English. 
Pierniczki/ Polish gingerbread cookies 
included. 

Polish Customs & Kolędy (Carols)! 
Friday, December 16th at 3:30 p.m.
All Ages
Limit 40 Length 45 minutes
Learn about Polish 
holiday customs, 
such as Wigilia 
and Opłatki. We’ll 
even be singing 
and dancing to 
Polish carols!

Gingerbread House Party
Saturday, December 17th at 2:00 p.m. 
Grades 3-6
Limit 20 Length 60 minutes
Create your very own gingerbread house 
with graham crackers and frosting. 
Then decorate however you’d like with 
some classic candies—mmm, mmm, 
fun!

Grab Bag Craft
Wednesday, December 28th at 6:30 p.m. 
All Ages; if child is 8 years or younger, 
an adult over 16 must be present to 
help with the craft. 
Limit 40 
Materials will be provided. Limit one 
bag per child. 
Each child will choose a mystery bag 
containing an easy-to-assemble craft. 

Movie Break
All Ages
Relax at the library during your winter break! Come watch some of 
the newest movie releases on our big screen! 

Tuesday, December 27th at 2:00 p.m. ---- Smurfs
Thursday, December 29th at 2:00 p.m. ---- Mr. Popper’s Penguins



P A g E  3

Teen Programs

Registration is required for all programs unless otherwise noted. 

College  Application 
Essay  Workshop
Monday, December 5th at 7:00 p.m.
Grades 7-12  
This workshop is designed to show students and 
parents what college admissions officers what to 
see in an essay. The workshop will examine the 
types of topics students will encounter, cover the 
four steps to writing a winning essay, and critique a 
sample admissions essay. 

Learn to Crochet
Mondays, December 5th, 12th & 19th at 5:00 p.m.
Grades 7-12
Limit 10 Length 45 minutes
Learn the basic stitches -- chain (ch), single crochet 
(sc), half double crochet (hdc),
and double crochet (dc). Make some shoelaces, a 
bookmark, a sunglass caddy,
and more! 

Fun Food for the Holidays!
Tuesday, December 13th at 7:00 p.m. 
Grades 7-12
Limit 50
Chef Kate Bradley will be here to show you how to 
make gingerbread men and fun ways to decorate 
them. Teens will create and decorate a mini Prairie 
Trails gingerbread library! In addition, all attendees 
will receive their own gingerbread man to decorate 
and eat!

Teen Advisory Board
Monday, December 19th, 6:30-7:30 p.m.
Calling all teens in 7th thru 12th grade! Share 
your thoughts on what the library can offer you 
in books, programs and more! Snacks will be 
provided. Teens may receive service hours for 
participating. 

NO 
CELLPHONE USE 
IN THE 
LIBRARY

Patrons are expected to set their phones to mute (SILENT), so 
others are not disturbed by the ringing of cell phones. 

If you need to use your phone or receive a call you may 
do so in the library foyer or outside the library building. 

We have benches in the parking lot path where 
conversations may be conducted as well. 

Technology Assessment 
PTPLD Exceeds Expectations
To verify the efficiency of technology in the Library, 
we employed an independent computer consultant 
company to complete a Technology Assessment. The 
consultant company “found that the Prairie Trails Public 
Library is well ahead of many of its contemporaries 
in the area of computer technology and management. 
In general we found the update schedule and general 
management of the server system to be well above if 
not one of the best in the library community”.

LIBRARY CARD INFO
For your security and protection, we do not issue new or renew library cards during the last 15 minutes of 
our workday. We continue to respectfully ask the understanding of our patrons as this procedure requires 
staff to verify personal information and provide necessary attention to detail as your account is immediately 
accessible. As always, we require two forms of identification with your name and Burbank or Nottingham 
Park address. 

Notice 
Children 8 years old or younger must be accompanied by someone 
aged 16 years 
or older at all times in the library.

If it is determined that a child has been left unattended and a 
responsible party can not be reached, the police will be 
called. 
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Adult Programming
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Tuesday, December 13th, 2011 at 7:00 p.m
Homemade Herbal Blends by The Prairie Godmothers
Making your own body care essentials is easier than you 
think. In this hands-on workshop you will make your own 
healing salve, a soothing batch of scented bath salts and 
your own custom body spritzer. 

This class is limited to 20 participants. 
This event is free but advance registration is required.

Winter Bingo
Wednesday, December 21st at 10 a.m. 
Start out your snowy season with Bingo and coffee!! Prizes will be 
awarded to game winners. 
This event is free but registration in advance is required, seating is 
limited to 40 . Bring in your library card for a special game. 

New Movie Wednesdays
Wednesday, December 7th, 14th and 21st at 
2:00 p.m.

Come in and watch a newly released DVD 
movie on our projector system. 
Call the adult reference desk a day or two 
ahead to find out what we will be showing. 

Movies are free. You must be 18 or older to attend.

Thursday, December 15th at 7 p.m. 

Join us in discussing A Dog Named 
Christmas by Greg Kincaid. A lim-
ited number of copies will be avail-
able at the circulation desk beginning 
November 16th.

Creating Eco-Gardens
in Your Community
with Dennis Paige

Tuesday, November 29th at 7:00 p.m.

Dennis Paige is an interpretive naturalist and habitat 
restorationist at Spring Valley Nature Center; he 
is also the Chief Native Landscaper for the Town 
Square Condominium Association. Most lawns today 
are comprised of static, chemically dependent, non-
native, high maintenance plants, a biologically sterile 
landscape. Discover how one community became the 
first residential association to become a member of 
the Chicago Wilderness. Introducing their lawn to an 
unfolding range of colorful native prairie woodland, 
and wetland trees, shrubs, wildflowers, sedges and 
grasses designed to promote ecologically wise, heritage 
based, low maintenance gardening. Learn how this 
remarkable transformation occurred and what it means 
for you.

This event is free. Please register at the adult reference 
department

Wild Prairie Book Club


